In the title compound, [Ni(C 13 H 17 N 3 ) 2 ]Cl 2 Á3.5H 2 O, the geometry of the NiN 6 complex cation is slightly distorted octahedral, with a facial arrangement of the two tridentate N-[2-(dimethylamino)ethyl]quinolin-8-amine ligands around the metal ion. The asymmetric unit consists of two independent complex half-molecules located on centres of inversion, together with two chloride counter-anions and 3.5 water molecules of solvation, one of which is disordered across an inversion centre. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁO, O-HÁ Á ÁCl and N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen-bonding interactions form a threedimensional network structure.
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S1. Comment
As stated previously, (Al-Sudani & Kariuki, 2013) , metal complexes of N-containing ligands occupy an important position in coordination chemistry (Singh et al., 2008; Miodragovic et al., 2008; Zhang et al., 2009 (Fig. 2) . In the three complexes with this ligand (Zn, Cd and Ni), the unequivelant nitrogen donor atoms of the ligands are arranged facially around the metal ion.
S2. Experimental
To a stirred methanoic solution (30 ml) containing a slight excess of the ligand (NN′N") (0. 
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S3. Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.95-0.99 Å and N-H = 1.00 Å) and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) constrained to be 1.2 times U eq of the bonded atom except for the methyl groups where it was 1.5 times with free rotation about the C-C bond. The geometry of the water molecules was constrained during refinement with O-H = 0.84 (2) Å and U iso (H) = 1.5 times U eq (O).
Figure 1
The asymmetric of the title complex showing atom labels and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. Hydrogen atoms have been omitted. (14) 0.0097 (9) (7) 0.0013 (7) −0.0009 (7 Symmetry codes: (iii) x, y−1, z; (iv) −x, −y+1, −z+2; (v) −x, −y+1, −z+1; (vi) x, y, z+1; (vii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1; (viii) x, y+1, z−1.
